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This volume is part of the Corpus der rémischen Funde im europdischen
Barbaricum (CRFB) project launched at the initiative of the German
Archaeological Institute and aimed at publishing a series of corpora of Roman
imports from north-western Europe to the Black Sea. Seventeen volumes
have been published to date within the scope of this project, of which eight
include finds from Germany, five volumes cover Poland, one volume each
were issued for Lithuania and Hungary, while the last two volumes comprise
the Roman imports from Romania. Of the latter, the first addresses finds
from Arad county, while the second, which we shall present below, consists of
Roman finds yielded by the Vaslui county territory.

Structurally, the volume is set up on several sections. The first sections
of the work provide a series of introductory data, firstly general data on the
CRFB project, then information on the history and archaeology of the area
during the 3rd - 2nd century BC until late the 4th century AD (p. 23-38). The
introduction approaches the ancient sources (literary and epigraphic) on the
Eastern Carpathians area and presents their modern interpreting. The most
significant and extended section of the work is yet represented by the cata-
logue of finds (p. 73-151).

The Corpus of the finds from Vaslui county spans a wide chronological
interval, earliest finds being datable to the 2nd century AD, like a series of
Republican coins or the bronze situla of Poienesti, reaching late 4th century
AD with the late Roman coins datable to the period (p. 39-49). The cata-
logue is structured in accordance with the methodological model established
for the CRFB volumes: 1. Findspot and storage; 2. Find context and feature
number; 3. Find date; 4. References on the findspot and find context; 5. Type
(main) of item and index; 6a. Item description; 6b. Technological peculiari-
ties; 6¢. Metallographic analyses and results; 7. Associated local material; 8a.
Dating; 8b. Dating of the associated material; 9a. References; 9b. Storage; 9c.
Parallels, notes (p. 51-53).

In terms of item types included in the work, the catalogue is notable by
impressive quantity and a wide variety of objects (p. 161-194). These include
a number of twenty-eight fragments of metal vessels to which adds a com-
plete vessel (the situla of Poienesti), eighty-two glass vessels, 157 wares sur-
viving either complete or fragmentary, among which amphorae of various
types, terra sigillata and Roman ware copies, four enamelled brooches and
three headknob brooches. To all these adds a number of over 3800 beads,
many coin hoards and almost eighty isolate coin, jewellery and other small
finds.
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The last section of the work provides a series of contri-
butions consisting of four additional studies that enrich
the volume’s scientific value. The project exceeds via these
studies the level of a traditional catalogue, tackling the social
and economic shifts in the Barbarian societies subsequent
to the contacts with the Roman empire. The first two stud-
ies provide an overview of the state of research in connec-
tion with the different populaces settling the discussed
area during the first centuries of the Christian era. The first
study (p. 197-210) addresses the issue of the Carps and the
Sarmatae and their identification with the sedentary and
nomad archaeological cultures recorded in the area as well
as their relations and contacts with the Roman world. The
second study (p. 211-222) offers an overall view of the state
of research of the Sdntana de Mures-Chernyakhov culture,
data on settlements and burials, contacts with the surround-
ing populations and the Roman world. The third study (p.
223-236) analyses the objects discovered in grave 1094 at
Poienesti, in particular a late Republican date Roman situla
surviving complete, as well as the issue of the Republican
Roman imports from the north-Balkan area. The last study
(p. 237-253) presents the results of the non-destructive
analyses performed on a series of Poienesti artefacts in order
to obtain more information on the Roman imports and the
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local products in this site. For such purpose, X-ray tests of
type CT (Computed Tomography) were made to determine
the internal structure of the items, together with XRF (X~
ray Fluorescence) type tests used to determine the surface
chemical composition of the analysed items.

Thus, this volume represents an important contribution
to the knowledge of this European Barbaricum region. The
work has the merit to accomplish a complete catalogue of
the Roman (and Roman influence) finds from Vaslui county,
which also includes a series of items unpublished so far.
Other novelty elements are represented by settling a num-
ber of chronological discrepancies between different areas of
the European Barbaricum and the eastern Carpathians (see
especially Fig. 7), to which adds a series of anthropological
information on the gender and age of the individuals from
some of the excavated graves, aspects generally neglected
in the other CRFB volumes. Therefore, the volume has the
merit to shed new light on this part of the Barbaricum east
of the Carpathians, being not only a significant contribution
on the study of the populaces living in the area, but also an
indispensable working tool for future research addressing
the historical and archaeological realities in this part of the
“Barbarian world”.
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