NUMISMATICS

NOVEL COIN FINDS

IN THE COLLECTION OF THE
MUSEUM OF OLTENIA IN
CRAIOVA!

Abstract: This paper follows six Roman coins, discovered at Oltina (Constanta
county) and Oancea (Galati county). They entered the possession of a school
teacher who taught in the two places. He attempted to sell them through his
son, a student with the University of Craiova. The police, however, rendered
such action futile and, although the coins were delivered by the end of the inves-
tigation (during the 80’ies) to the Museum of Oltenia.
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collections of the Museum of Oltenia in Craiova by accident.

Discovered at Oltina (Constanta county) and Oancea? (Galati county),
under unknown circumstances, they entered the possession of a school
teacher who taught in the two places. He attempted to sell them through his
son, a student with the University of Craiova. The police, however, rendered
such action futile and, although the coins were delivered by the end of the
investigation (during the 80’ies) to the Museum of Oltenia, they remained, as
noted above, unknown to the numismatic historiography, reason for which
we shall discuss them below.

Six Roman coins, novel up to this moment, were included in the

The coins are as follow:

1. (Museum of Oltenia, inv. no. 13668, origin Oltina). Antoninian.
Obverse IMP GORDIANVS PIUS FEL. AVG. Draped, radiate and cuirassed bust
right of emperor Gordianus III. C.p.e. Reverse PM TR [P] IIl COSII P P. A
standing right Gordianus III in military attire, holding in the right hand the
spear set across and a globe in the left. C.p.e. Axis 12; 4.32 grams; diameter.
21.6 x 23 mm. Well preserved. RIC IV/III, p. 25, no. 91. Rome, AD 241- 243.

2. (Museum of Oltenia, inv. no. 13667, origin Oltina). Aes II. Obverse
DN ARCADIVS PF AVGVSTVS. Pearl diademed, draped and cuirassed bust
right of the emperor. C.p.e. Rv. VIRTVS E-XERCITI. Emperor standing right,
holding a standard in the right hand and a globe in the left; foot captive, _t
| C.p.e. CONSI"" Axis 12; 4.61 grams; diameter 22.12 x 23.28 mm. Well
preserved. RIC IX, p. 233, no. 83(c), mark of the first mint of Constantinople,
second period: the 25th of August 383 - 28th of August 388 AD.

' We thank this way the Manager of the Museum of Oltenia, Florin Ridichie PhD for kindly making
the coins available to us for publication; our gratitude also goes to Mr. Toma Rédulescu, for being
so amiable in mentioning these coins to us. This work was financed by the Romanian National

Authority for Scientific Research, CNCS - UEFISCDI, project number PN-II-RU-TE-2012-3-0216.
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3. (Museum of Oltenia, inv. no. 13671, origin
Oltina). Aes II. Obverse DN THEODO-SIVS PF AVG. Pearl
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right of the emperor.
C.p.e. Reverse VIRTVS E-XERCITI. Emperor standing right,
holding a standard in the right hand and a globe in the
left; at foot captive, coinage mark, spray left Cp
.e. SMNA" Axis 12; 5.64 grams; diameter 22.28
x 21.21 mm. Well preserved. RIC IX, p. 261, no. 44(b), mark
of the fourth mint of Nicomedia, the second period: the 25th
of August 383 - the 28th of August 388 AD.

4.(Museum of Oltenia, inv.no. 13.670, origin Oancea);
AE Quadrans, issue of emperor Claudius to Tiberius. Obverse T]
CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG circular. Effigy of emperor Tiberius
left. Rv. PON M TR P IMP COS DES IT circular, S C. Tiberius
standing left Axis 5, 9.36 g. Diam. 28.72 x 28.51 mm. RIC,
p- 126, no. 84, III. Lugdunum, (a) the 25th of January 41 —
3rd of December 41 AD.

5. (Museum of Oltenia, inv. no. 13.665, origin
Oancea); AE Dupondius, issue of emperor Nero. Av. NERO
CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG GERM P M T R P IMP P. Effigy of the
laureate emperor left. Rv. [PORT AVG] circular from right to
left, S C. Poseidon standing, glancing left. Axis 5, 11.98 g.
diam. 24.89 x 26.35 mm. Legend rv. erased. RIC I, p. 177,
no. 441, rv. type 19 (Ostia), Lugdunum, series III-1V, year ca.
AD 65.

6. (Museum of Oltenia, inv. no. 13.666, origin
QOancea); folles from Galerius Maximianus. Av. IMP C GAL
VAL MAXIMIANVS P F AVG. Laureate bust right of the
emperor. C.p.e. Rv. GENIO AV-GVSTI CMH (MH in ligature).
Genius standing left, bearing a modius on the head, nude,
with chlamys on the left shoulder, holding in the right hand
the patera (spreading flower perfume) and the cornucopiae
in the left. C.p.e. SMNA. Axis 12; 6.25 g.; diam. 26.49 x
27.59 mm. Well preserved. RIC VI, p. 562, no. 54a. Group IV.
Nicomedia, December 308 — May 310 AD.

k%%

The place Oltina in Constanta county is well known to
the Romanian historiography, a station of the military fleet
of Moesia Secunda being located there by Notitia Dignitatum
(Orientis, XL, 28: Milites naulcarii Altinenses, Altino®).
Furthermore, Procopius (De Aedificiis, IV, 7, 9: Altina?) lists it
amonyg the fortifications rebuilt under emperor Justinian. The
name of the settlement associated with emperor Anastasius
I also appears on stamped bricks found at Dinogetia (PIUS
IMPE(ra)TOR ANASTASIUS +, framed above and below the
cartridge by toponym AATINA)®. The discovery of certain
kilns at Oltina, dated to the chronological interval comprised
between the end of the 5th century and early 6th century®
suggests that the tile material was produced there and later
carried downstream the Danube. The late Roman fortification
(TIR, L, 35, 22) of the 4th — 6th centuries AD is rectangular
(sizes: 190 x 80 m) with rounded corners and provided with
a defensive ditch’. Its presence there explains the find of the
coins which reached the collections of the Museum of Oltenia,

3 ILIESCU 1970, 211.
MIHAESCU 1970, 468-469.
BARNEA 1967.

IRIMIA 1968.
ZAHARIADE/GUDEA 1997, 78.
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to our knowledge, the first of the kind identified in the area®.
For the subsequent Roman-Byzantine level the evidence, even
though the result of chance finds - including numismatic’, is
numerous.

Interestingly, the 2nd — 3rd centuries AD Itineraries
make no mention for this chronological “level” of an extant
fortification, which, it was suggested to have suffered the
specific changes by mid Christian millennium'®, while instead,
amilitary diploma of the 14th of August 99 AD records a soldier
from cohors II Gallorum (CIL, XVI, 44)", thus equally implying
the presence of a civil settlement as eatly as the end of the
1st c. AD. There is no much chronological indication on other
archaeological materials found by chance there and mentioned
under general title'?, so that the coin from Gordianus III is all
the more important.

Oancea commune islocated in the east of Galati county,
on the right bank of river Prut, at 57 kilometres north the
county residential city. Given the highly favouring natural
conditions, the area was inhabited as early as the Bronze
Age®®, the place being firstly referenced in documents in
only 1521, during the regency of Stefintid Voda, becoming
famous during the Middle Ages due to the road and crossing
point of Prut river, which followed an older route marked,
among other, also by coin finds.

Obviously, the coins in the collections of the
Museum of Oltenia are no exception for the area between the
Carpathians and Prut river, analogies, more or less numerous,
being generally known. Interestingly, imperial coins, issued
from under Claudius (AD 41-54), were identified isolate, as
far as we know, exclusively in dava- type settlements, which is
valid for the entire Dacian space, which may yet also be related
to the state of research or the random the chance finds, missing
in this case. Such coins were discovered at Barbosi (Galati
county)™, Poiana (Galati county)™, Ricitiu (Baciu county)*®
Costesti-Gradistea Muncelului (Hunedoara county)'’, Ocnita
(Valcea county)'®, Divici (Caras Severin county)' and Tinosu
(Prahova county)®. The sesterce in the collection of the “Toan
Raica” Museum of Sebes has no known find place*.

The coinage issued under emperor Nero is well
represented by both chance finds and pieces composing
hoards identified all over Dacia. Unfortunately, there is
absolutely no evidence on the find conditions of the three coins
at Oancea, especially of the first two — were they associated or
not? — information which would suggest an extant hoard — if

8 POENARU BORDEA/MITREA 1991, 218, no. 9 (coin from Constantine
the Great issued at Heracleea in 313 and other issued in 342-348).

° CUSTUREA 2001, 583-594.

10 ZAHARIADE/GUDEA 1997, 78.

"' On the troop and mentioned soldier see MATEI-POPESCU 2001-2002,
205-206; MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 208-209.

2 CHIRIAC/CUSTUREA 2002, 222, no. 155 (terra sigillata, the 1st — 2nd
centuries AD); CHIRIAC 2003, 222, no. 132 (bronze coin from Trajan).
See also OCHESEANU/LICULESCU 1971, 269-272 (Republican Roman
denarius).

3 CROITORU 2013, 122.

4 MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA1980, 253, I, no. 12; SANIE/SANIE 1991, 53-54,
no. 7-10.

!> More recently MITREA 2011, 196, no. 1.

16 CAPITANU/URSACHI 1975, 50, no. 77.

7 DAICOVICIU 1959, 341.

8 BERCIU 1981, 134.

9 Poenaru-Bordea/Mitreal995, 466, no. 39.

2 VULPE 1966, 49.

2l MUNTEAN 2009, 101, no. 1.




yes (1?) — were they the only coins found or were there others,
“valued” by other means or “hoarded” by the local school
teacher?

For instance, a hoard of imperial coins associating also
pieces from Claudius and Nero was discovered at Fedeleseni
(Tasi county)® near a Carpic settlement. Nevertheless, it is
worthy of note that the great majority of the hoards containing
coins from Nero start to accumulate precisely with these issues,
like the case of the hoards identified within the territory of
Moldova, at Bargioani”®, Costisa®* and Davideni®*® (Neamt
county), Buhoci*, Ciumasi*, Gura Viii®, Sascut® and Parava®
(Bacdu county), Baciu® surroundings, Oboroceni®’, Strunga®®
and Costesti* (Iasi county).

An as struck under Nero was discovered in the Dacian
settlement at Brad®®, another in that at Racatiu®, while for
the sesterce in the collection of “Stefan cel Mare” Museum of
Vaslui the find place is unknown®.

Coins minted during the reign of emperor Galerius
Maximianus (305-311) are very rare in the east-Carpathian
area, confirming to a great extent the liquidity crisis that the
empire was confronted with during the entire 4th century AD.
Only a follis of the same emperor is known, found isolate at
Vulturesti (Vaslui county)*®.

These are the few notes one can make at this time,
the random chance finds leaving no space for interpretation.
There are no well grounded reasons to doubt the mention of
the accurate find place of the coins, all the more in the case
of Oltina, where coins are associated with what was known or
believed on the Roman features. In the second case, at Oancea,
we believe that although the coins could not be related to other
archaeological find — which may yet be due to the state of
research — might have something to do with the old access road
following the Prut river ford.

REFERENCES
BARNEA 1967
Barnea, I., Nouvelles contribution a lhistoire de la
Dobroudja sous Anastase I*, Dacia XI, 355-356.
BERCIU 1981
Berciu, D., Buridava dacicd (Bucharest: the Publishing House
of the Academy).
BUTNARU 2007
Butnaru, V., M., Monnaies et parures du Musée départemental
»Stefan cel Mare” de Vaslui (lasi: Panfilius Publishing House).
CAPITANU/ URSACHI 1975
Capitanu, V./ Ursachi, V., Noi descoperiri de monede antice
2 MITREA 1956, 161; MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 264, no. 98.
MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 255, no. 30.
MATASA/MITREA1957, 475, no. 7.
MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 262, NO. 75.
CHITESCU/TARALUNGA 1969, 195-198.
TUDOR 1954, 386.
MITREA 1956, 161; MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 266-267, no. 118.
MITREA 1956, 161, 167; MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 282, no. 223.
MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 274, no. 172.
MITREA 1956, 161; MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 252, no. 8.
MITREA/ZAHARIA1967, 81-131; MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 273,
no. 166.
33 MITREA 1972, 145-146, no. 85; MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980, 284, no. 239.
3 TUDOR 1966, 386; MITREA 1956, 161; MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980,
260, no. 69.
3 URSACHI, MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1992, 104, no. 25.
% CAPITANU/URSACHI 1975, 50, no. 78.
3 BUTNARU 2007, 123, no. 3.
3% BUTNARU 2007, 108, no. 12.

N

2

b

2

®

2!

b

2¢

S

2

N

2

2

2

8

3

3

3

3

]

in judetul Bacau, Carpica VII, 45-58.
CHIRIAC/ CUSTUREA 2002
Chiriac, C./ Custurea, G., Oltina, com. Oltina, jud. Constanta.
Punct Capul Dealului, Cronica cercetdrilor arheologice din
Romania. Campania 2001 (Bucharest: CIMEC), 222.
CHIRIAC 2003
Chiriac, C., et alii, Oltina, com. Oltina, jud. Constanta. Punct
Capul Dealului, Cronica cercetdrilor arheologice din Romania.
Campania 2002 (Bucharest: CIMEC), 220.
CHITESCU/ TARALUNGA 1969
Chitescu, M./Taralungi, P, Douad tezaure
descoperite in judetul Bacau, Carpica II, 193-198.
CROITORU 2013
Croitoru, C., Galati. Repertoriul descoperirilor arheologice si
numismatice (Galati: The History Museum Publishing House).
CROITORU 2015
Croitoru, C., Descoperiri numismatice inedite de la Oancea,
judetul Galati, aflate in colectia Muzeului Olteniei din Craiova.
In: Croitoru, C./Hanceanu G. (eds.), Miscellanea historica et
archaeologica in honorem Vasile Ursachi octogenarii (Braila:
Istros Publishing House of the Museum of Braila), 293-299.
CUSTUREA 2001
Custurea, G., Descoperiri arheologice si numismatice de
pe raza localitatii Satu Nou (com. Oltina, jud. Constanta),
Pontica XXXIII-XXXIV, 583-594.
DAICOVICIU 1959
Daicoviciu, C. et alii, Santierul arheologic Gradistea
Muncelului-Costesti (reg. Hunedoara, r. Orastie), Materiale
si cercetdri arheologice VI, 331-358.
ILIESCU 1970
Iliescu, V., Notitia dignitatum. In: Mihaescu, H./Stefan, Gh./
Hincu, R./Iliescu, V1. (eds.), Fontes Historiae Dacoromanae, 11
(Bucharest: the Publishing House of the Academy), 207-213.
IRIMIA 1968
Irimia, M., Cuptoare romano-bizantine de ars ceramica de
la Oltina (jud. Constanta), Pontica I, 379-408.
MATASA/MITREA 1957
Matasi, C./Mitrea, B, Cateva tezaure si descoperiri
monetare in regiunea Bacau, Studii si Cercetdri de
Numismaticd 1, 474-476.
MATEI-POPESCU 2001-2002
Matei-Popescu, Fl,, Trupe auxiliare romane din Moesia
Inferior, Studii si Cercetdri de Istorie Veche si Arheologie 52-
53,173-242.
MATEI-POPESCU 2010
Matei-Popescu, Fl., The Roman Army in Moesia Inferior
(Bucharest: Conphys Publishing House).
MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1980
Mihailescu-Birliba, V., La monnaie romaine chez les Daces
orientaux (Bucharest: the Publishing House of the Academy).
MIHAESCU 1970
Mihiescu, H., Procopii Caesariensis de Aedificiis. In:
Mihiescu, H./Stefan, Gh./Hincu, R./Iliescu, V1. (eds.),
Fontes Historiae Dacoromanae, II (Bucharest: the Publishing
House of the Academy), 458-475.
MITREA 1956
Mitrea, B., Contributii numismatice la istoria triburilor
daco-getice din Moldova in a doua jumitate a secolului al II-
lea e.n., Studii si Cercetdri de Istorie Veche 7, no. 1-2,179-188.
MITREA 1972
Mitrea, B., Descoperiri de monede antice si bizantine in
Republica Socialistd Romania, Studii si Cercetdri de Istorie
Veche 23, no. 1, 133-148.
MITREA 2011
Mitrea, B., Monedele descoperite in cetatuia geto-daca de la
Poiana, Arheologia Moldovei XXXIV, 187-219.

romane

45



MITREA/ZAHARIA 1967
Mitrea, B./Zaharia, Em., Descoperirea monetara de la
Oboroceni (r. Pascani, reg. lasi) si importanta sa istoric3,
Arheologia Moldovei V, 81-131.
MUNTEAN 2009
Muntean, T., Monede romane imperiale din colectia
Muzeului Municipal ,Ioan Reica” din Sebes, Terra Sebvs.
Acta Mvsei Sabesiensis 1, 101-118.
OCHESEANU/LICULESCU 1971
Ocheseanu, O./Liculescu, M., Denari romani republicani,
intr-o colectie particulara, descoperiti in Dobrogea, Pontica
1V, 269-272.
POENARU-BORDEA/MITREA 1991
Poenaru-Bordea, Gh./Mitrea, B., Découvertes monétaires
en Roumanie. 1990 (XXXIV), Dacia (NS) 35, 215-228.
POENARU-BORDEA/MITREA 1995
Poenaru-Bordea, Gh./Mitrea, B., Découvertes monétaires
en Roumanie. 1993 (XXXVII), Dacia (NS) 38-39, 459-477.
SANIE/SANIE 1991
Sanie, S./Sanie S., Cetituia geto-dacica de la Barbosi (III).

46

Materiale arheologice recoltate. B. Piese de metal. b) arme;
¢) podoabe. C. Tezaure si monede izolate. D. Importuri
elenistice si romane, Arheologia Moldovei XIV, 43-53.

TUDOR 1954
Tudor, D., Tezaurul de denari imperiali romani de la
Muntenesti (reg. lasi), Studii si Cercetdri Stiintifice Iasi V, no.
3-4, 386-387.

URSACHI/MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA 1992
Ursachi, V./Mihailescu-Birliba, V., Descoperirile monetare
din asezarea dacica de la Brad, Arheologia Moldovei XV, 97-
104.

VULPE 1966
Vulpe, R., Asezdri getice din Muntenia (Bucharest: Meridiane
Publishing House).

ZAHARIADE/GUDEA 1997
Zahariade, M./Gudea, N., The Fortifications of Lower Moesia
(A.D. 86-275) (Amsterdam: Adolf M. Makkert).




