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THE CASE STUDY OF WROCEAW
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Abstract: Based on examples from Wroctaw (Breslau), we show the fate of
archaeologists living in countries under totalitarian regimes. We present
cases of bright scientists sent by the German Nazis to the war fronts and the
persecution of the “enemies of the system” by post-war communists in Poland.
German scholars were killed in the war. Persecuted during the Stalinist period,
Polish professor E. Bulanda lost his job and the Chair of Classical Archaeology
was closed after the war.

Keywords: classical archaeology, prehistoric archaeology, totalitarianism, history
of science.

efore World War II, Wroctaw (then Breslau) belonged to Germany.
BIt was the city where academic archaeology was born, created by

Prof. J.G.G. Biisching'. Breslau’s archaeological research centre was
one of the most important in Germany. Its scholars worked both on classical
and prehistoric archaeology®. Consulting papers in the local journals, one
can easily notice how young researchers spread their wings by publishing
series of excavation reports and feature articles. These works show that years
later, their names were bound to become those of important discoverers,
outstanding professors, authors of major books. Unfortunately, the Nazis’
takeover of power led to the outbreak of World War II. Within a short time,
in place of the young researchers’ papers, scientific journals such as the
Altschlesische Bliitter began to publish their obituaries®. It is a depressing
reading. They usually show a picture of a man in military uniform. Obviously,
for the Nazi regime, these young people were not talented researchers but
mere conscripts. Their great scientific achievements meant nothing: they
were fit to bear arms and fight, and they were sent to the war fronts. Such was
the fate of many scholars. In 1940, Dr. H. Urbanek was killed on the Somme
(Fig. 1)*. In 1941, Dr. W. Klammt died in Crete (Fig. 2). He had just defended
his doctoral thesis, “Die Wandalische Kultur des 3. Und 5. Jahrhunderts n. Chr
in Mittelschlesien”, during a leave from the front. In 1942, F. Hufnagel died on
the eastern front (Fig. 3). Death also took the Nazi E. Petersen (Fig. 4), who
was in the Waffen SS. Professor H. Seger, who had been the director of the
museum for many years, died in 1943 (Fig 5). At the end of the war, when
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Fig. 1. Dr. H. Urbanek

Soviet troops were pushing deep into Germany, the city
was turned into a fortress (the Festung Breslau). Its defence
was supposed to delay the Russians’ conquest of Berlin, and
Breslau actually fell after the capitulation of the capital. As a
result of desperate fighting, the city was almost completely
ruined. The museums’ collections were dispersed. Scientific
documentation was destroyed. The huge collection of plaster
casts of ancient sculptures from the Konigliches Museum
fiir Kunst und Altertiimer was almost completely destroyed.
Its modest remnants — 68 items — are visible today at the
Museum of the University of Wroctaw®. The collection of
glass slides and black and white photographs was relatively
spared: hundreds of them have survived®. They show works
of ancient art, including Greek vase paintings, Greek and
Roman sculptures, ancient buildings. The photographs are
most valuable today, because some of the presented items
do no longer exist, have disappeared during the war or are
now ruined’. Some of those photographs have been taken
during excavations, e.g. in Troy or at the Athens Acropolis.
Before and many years after the war, they have been used by
both German and Polish archaeologists to give lectures on
classical archaeology. After the war, as a result of the Potsdam
agreements between the victorious powers, the borders of
Poland changed. Poland received German territories along
with the cities of Wroctaw, Szczecin and Gdansk, but lost
Wilno and Lwéw which were incorporated to the USSR.
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Fig. 2. Dr. W. Klammt

Polish populations were forced to leave their homeland and
travel in cattle wagons, among others, to ruined Wroctaw.
The fall of Nazism did not mark the beginning of a golden
age. The victorious soldiers of the Red Army were followed
by NKVD officers and communist party activists. Among
the newcomers to ruined Wroclaw, there was also a group
of scholars who wanted to quickly reactivate the University.
The Baroque main building of the University had been
bombed, and many buildings were rubble. Polish scholars
were controlled by a member of the post-war government,
Prof. Stanistaw Kulczyniski, who was a botanist and a
staunch communist®. Among the repatriates, there were also
archaeologists from the Jan Kazimierz University in Lwéw.
One of them was the renowned classical archaeologist Prof.
Edmund Bulanda, who was forced to leave Lwéw in 1945.
Before the war, he had published tens of scientific papers on
Greek architecture and sculpture®, Etruscan art and ancient
weapons, some of which have become a major reference for
researchers'. He published in several European languages
and gained international renown. He was president of the
Polish Archaeological Society. He was also a member of
several scientific associations, including the Numismatic
Society. During her query in the archives in Lviv, N. Bilas
found a vast documentation about the didactic activities of
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Fig. 4.Dr. E.
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Friebrich HDufnagel ¥

AUlg driffer aus den Reihen der [lefifhen Vorge/didisfor/her
fiel am 25. 5. 42 in den Himpfen am Dones der Bnftos am Lanbes-
mufeumn in Beuffen OS., Dr. Friedrich Hufnagel. Am 28. 12, 1911
in finsbad) in Miffelfranfen geboven, befudjte er dorf die Dollsjdule
und das Bymnajium, Oftern 1931 bejog ex die Univerfitaf Tibingen,
um Porge[didie, flaffifhe Arthavlogie, ﬂnlﬁmpningir und BGeologie
Ju [fudiern. Auf einer ©fubdienreife nad) dem Horden nahm er als
@affhorer an Vorlejungen der Univerfitit Sfodholm feil, Im Winfer-
femejter 1934/35 folafe er jeinem Wehrer Prof. Dr. Reinerth von
Fiibingen nady Berlin, two er im Februar 1936 bie Dofforpriifung
mif ¢iner Arbeif fiber den vorge[dichilichen novdifthen Sejiffsban ab-
Tegfe und im Mai des gleithen Jahres promovierfe.

Pen Weg jur Vorgefdidye fand Dr, Hufnagel bereifs als Sdiiler
bes Bymnajinms durdy den frantijden ﬁrimai?or[d)et Tarl Bumpert.
Smon als Fiinfiehnjdhriger nabm er an ®rabungen anf freingeit-
Iid{wn Wohnplifen und vor allem an Gumperfs '-Hnlm'hulbun enl Don
ballffatf. und lafeneseiflichen Bribern [einer Heimaf feill Wahrend
[einer Sfudienseif war er als Wifjenfd). Mifarbeifer an den Aus-
tabungen in den Jeingeiflichen Giedlungen des Wauwiler Mooles,
er Sallffaif-Pirabhiigel im Ranfon Rargau und ber jungfieinjeit-
lihen Hohenjisdlung bei Horw am Dierwaldffitfer Gee befeiligh. Aur
an ber Brabung im ®ufshoj Oefferholy bei Defmold nahm er feil.
am fluffrage jeines Cehrers ordnete und veryeidmete er als Gfipen-
biaf der Deufjhen Forjhungsgeminfdalt die Funde aus den Brabun-
gen Reinerths im Davwiler AMoos in Luzern. Vom 1, 4. —30. 9.
1937 mar er als Wilfenfh. Hilfsarbeifer am Landesamf fir Dor-
ge[idhte in Rafibor fafig, wo er eine Anzahl Ausgrabungen durdy
fihrfe, Am 1. 10. 1937 wurbe er als Affiffent an die vorge[thidhtliche
Tbfeilung des Oberfile]. fandesmufeums in Beulhen OS. berufen,
beren Qeifung er fbernafim, und wo er am 1. 2, 1942 jum Ruffes
aufriidfe, Geit 1937 verheirafef, lebfe er in dufer[t glidlider ©he,
ber ywei Binder entlprofjen find.

Dr. Hufnagel war ein begeifferier und begeiffernder Jiinger der
Dorge[dhidismiflenfhaff, beflen Feben fidy ami?rhen den beipen Polen
Gamilie und Beruf refflos erfillfe. Rody Jein lefter Felbpoftbrief ent-
hielf Beridfe und Seifhnungen von neven Funden im Donesjgebiel.

urd) griindlige unp vieljeifige Ansbilbung anf das Befte fiir Jeine
Fafigleif ausgeriiftef, hatte er fith fiir [eine Cebensarbeif mweife Jiele
geffedt, o bal von 15111 nody werfvolle Beifriige fiir die Dovgefthihie
Srhleliens und des Offrawmes ju erwarfen gewejen waren. Run hat
Jein £eben auf vorgelthobenem Poften durd) einen Granafvollirejjer
hithfte Dollendbung gefunden. Die [dlefijde Dorgefhithie hatf an ihm
einen fiefgriindigen, fiveblamen For]der, die @e%lg daft bes Canbdes-
mufewms einen gufen Rameraben, der Unferseichnefe bariiber hinaus
einen lieben Greund verloren, Grany Pliigenveifer

Petersen

Fig. 5. Prof. Hans Seger

Dr, phil, Friedvi) Hufnagel
gefalfen am 253, 5. 1942




pre-war Polish scholars™. It shows that before the war, Prof.
E. Bulanda gave various lectures in archaeology. Every year,
he prepared new cycles of lectures. He had teaching courses
e.g. on Pompeian Art, ancient theatre, Roman epigraphy,
Aegean culture, Christian art, history of Greek religion.
After the war, he had the intention to continue his research
at the University of Wroctaw where he created a Chair
of Classical Archaeology. Unfortunately, in the times of
totalitarianism, the researchers’ works were not important:
what really mattered was their attitude towards the political
regime or rather the sympathies of the party’s insiders
for them. The Rector of the University knew that Prof. E.
Bulanda was a true Polish patriot: he had been a soldier, he
had fought for Lwéw. He also knew that he was a supporter
of Marshal Jézef Pilsudski, the pre-war strongman who had
defeated the Soviet army in the Battle of Warsaw in 1920.
For the communists, anyone who recognised the authority
of J. Pilsudski was an ideological enemy. This was enough
to become an enemy of the regime and be persecuted. In
1950, by decision of the rector and the communist senate
of the University of Wroctaw, Prof. E. Bulanda lost his job.
He died in poverty a year later, probably due to stress. The
Chair of Classical Archaeology was closed. In the Stalinist
era, socialist realism was dominant at the university, and
classical art had lost importance. Today, Prof. Bulanda is
an almost forgotten figure. As for Rector S. Kulczynski, it
took years to notice that he was an ambiguous character.
Nobody questions the merits of the first post-war rector
of the University, but old documents throw a new light
on those dark times today. They show, among others, the
drama of Prof. E. Bulanda and some other scholars who lost
their jobs in the same years, as “enemies of the regime”.
Those were the years of Stalinist terror, when people could
be sentenced to long-term imprisonment or shot for the
slightest reason. Prof. E. Bulanda was already an old man at
the time of his dismissal. Today, it is difficult to explain why
the NKVD had not sent him to Siberia before, which was the
lot of thousands of Polish intellectuals and their families. He
had not been shot by the Germans either, like many Polish
professors in Lwéw. But this graciousness of fate in the era of
totalitarianisms proved to be temporary, as evidenced by the
professor’s post-war fate in Wroctaw. For a scholar, work is
life, and although he was not murdered, he was not allowed
to live.

It could seem that archaeology is a science which
has little to do with politics. The above examples show that,
unfortunately, in the totalitarian periods of both Nazism and
Stalinist communism, even the most eminent researchers
were just small pawns in the game. Hitler and Stalin decided
the fate of millions, and a pyramid of people at their orders
efficiently realised their whims. Intellectuals, among which
the archaeologists, were their victims in all totalitarian
countries.

"' BILAS 2015, 350-381.
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