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Reviews

Review: Corpus Signorum Imperii Romani.
North Macedonia, volume 1/1. Sculpture in the
round. Edited by Vera Bitrakova Grozdanova,
Aleksandra Nikoloska, Macedonian Academy of
Sciences and Art and Research Center for Cultural
Heritage “Cvetan Grozdanov”, Skopje, 2022, pp.
302, ISBN 978-608-203-358-7.

In excellent quality, with a decorative hardcover, elegant, mostly black-
and-white, occasionally colored photographs, this volume adorned with
photos numbered from 1 to 117 on 91 plates is one of the shining examples
of the currently thriving Roman period research in the Republic of North
Macedonia. The increased international attention and scholarly interest
towards the region over the past two decades are well demonstrated by this
book, which is part of the renowned Corpus Signorium Imperii Romani
(CSIR) series, considered one of the most significant projects in classical
archaeology. The CSIR was proposed by a group of scholars at the eighth
International Congress of Classical Archaeology held in Paris in 1963 and
now comprises almost 100 volumes from Austria, Great Britain, Switzerland,
Germany, Hungary, Poland, and now North Macedonia as well. This initiative,
following the great traditions of German Altertumwissenschaft is particularly
important, as only a few regions of Central and Eastern Europe, facing less
representation and severe gaps in research history, have been covered in the
series so far. This bilingual volume, in Macedonian and English, represents an
important step forward for both national research and global accessibility. It
serves as an excellent example in the ongoing debate of science policy, arguing
that English has become overly dominant as the language of international
research. Bilingual publications are the best way to present local research to a
global audience without sacrificing local identities.

In the introduction, the editors detail the genesis of the volume and its
main research precedents. The first volume of the planned four-volume series
(I/1) presents the sculptural heritage of the region (profane and mythological
representations). The second, forthcoming volume, which will be a direct
continuation of the first and part of the same series (I/2), will focus on the
region’s reliefs (funerary and religious). The introduction does not reveal
where those reliefs serving decorative purposes, which cannot be given a
“cultic” role, will be categorized, although in this case, the precise definition
of the term “cultic relief” in contemporary Roman research is necessary. The
volume deals with the regions of Dassaretia, Lyncestis, Paeonia, Deuriopos,
Orestis, and Skopje, which were home to several significant ancient
settlements (such as Stobi, Lychnidos, Scupi, Styberra, Heraclea Lyncestis,
and their surroundings). The settlements mentioned in the volume can be
seen on the colored map located at the end of the book. The introduction is
followed by four spectacular photos presenting the discovery of the statues
from Styberra in 1953 and 2021.

The catalogue is authored by 12 archaeologists and local specialists
of classical archaeology, Roman provincial archaeology and religion (V. B.

210

Csaba SZABO

CORPUS SIGNORUM IMPERII ROMANI

North Macedonia Cesepna Makesionnja

DOI: 10.14795/j.v10i3.900
ISSN 2360 - 266X
ISSN-L 2360 - 266X


mailto:szabo.csaba.pte@gmail.com

Grozdanova, A. Nikoloska, V. Sokolovska, S.Blazevska, S.
Babamova, L. Kepeska, K. Kepeski, L. Johanova, P. Kuzman,
A. V. Midoska, O. Jandreska, D. Temelkoski). The second
chapter (pp. 13-100) presents the catalogue of objects in
Macedonian, followed by an identical part of the catalogue
in English language (pp. 103-186).

The first category of objects are the stone portraits
and busts (cat. Nr. 1-40.), followed by the honorific statues
of women (Cat. Nr. 41-67.), honorific statues of men (cat.
Nr. 68-102), cuirassed — military statues (cat. Nr. 103-112)
and varia (cat. Nr.113-117). For each object, the catalogue
follows the same structure, presenting the number of plates
(sometimes several plates for a single objects), findspot of the
discovery, the current deposit of the object (museums), the
type of the material, the dimensions of the monument and
a bibliographic list. In case of the inscribed monuments, the
inscription is presented. The short data-sheet is followed by
a detailed description of the objects, focusing on particular
details, analogies from the region and beyond, often with
historical contextualisation. In rare cases, where the exact,
ancient context is known, the authors present also the
functionality of the building, where the discovery was made.
The datation of the mouments are usually estimated (,Roman
period”, 2nd-3rd century), in exceptional cases the century
or a historical period (Antonine period for example) can be
dated. This structure follows the standard CSIR catalogues,
focusing on a classical, art historical approach of the physical
aspects and typologies of objects. The photographic material
is at the end of the volume.

What is completely missing from such an approach,
is the object, as an actant': classical approaches on the
materiality of Greek and Roman past usually didn’t have
a special focus on the functionality of objects, their use,
reuse and biography in antiquity and beyond, the impact
of objects on human agency and the possible agency role
(or actant role) of monuments in ancient societies. These
aspects, however, are emerging in the last few decades in art
historical?and architectural studies as well®. Detailed analysis
of each objects using new, social-historical methodologies
is of course, impossible in a single volume and a catalogue
of objects cannot aim such analytical and theoretical
endeavours, however few, comprehensive chapters focusing
on the social biography of objects might be useful in the
new volumes of the CSIR series. Beside the new, critical
theories emerging in art history and classical archaeology,
technological innovations and interdisciplinary methods are
also present in the contemporary research: the provenience
of the materials* or the polychromy of statues are two of
the booming fields in the research®. Both methods need
significant financial sources, which is usually not available
in most of the Central-Eastern European countries (and not
only). Digital humanities, deep mapping and the digitisation
of stone monuments represents also a possible solution to
combine the classical methodological approaches of CSIR

1 PITTS/VERSLUYS 2021.

2 ELSNER 2007; STEWART 2008; FRIEDLAND et al. 2015; HAUG/
HILSCHER 2021.

3 HESBERG/LIPPS 2010; MASCHEK 2016.

4 MULLER et alii. 2011.

5 KREMER et alii. 2023.

and the modern methods of digital archaeology®.

The catalogue continues with XCI plates, presenting
more than 150 photographs. Some of the photos -
especially those presenting the latest and most spectacular
discoveries, such as the bust of Faustina the Younger from
Styberra discovered in the temple of Tyche in 2021 - are
in exceptionally good quality (plates XI-XIII). Others, such
as the female portrait discovered in the same sanctuary of
Tyche in the 1980s and being in private collection today
(cat. Nr. 10.) are sadly small and bad quality photographs.
Some of the pieces - such as the statue of a himatiophoros
from Tremnik (cat. Nr. 79.) are missing today, therefore the
authors were using only the available photographs from
older, often decades old publications. The stunning portrait
of Crispina (?) on plates XIV and XV are wrongly mentioned
in text (p. 111.) as plate XVI.

The volume ends with the bilingual list of
abbreviations, bibliography, index of places and museums.
The quality of volume, the elegant photographic material and
the bilingual publication makes this new book of the CSIR
series an important contribution to the historiography of
classical archaeology and art history, especially in the context
of Central-Eastern Europe, where numerous countries
(for example Romania or Serbia) lacking such important
catalogues. The digital catalogue of Roman stone and
epigraphic monuments of Ortolf Harl (lupa.at) contains 581
monuments from Macedonia, therefore it can be considered
as a relevant and useful addendum of this volume’. The
detailed analysis of the monuments, the contextualisation
and art historical determination of the pieces however
cannot be replaced by digital tools (interactive databases,
network studies, deep maps), but it can be interpreted as
complementary sources. The present volume will be followed
soon by the second part focusing on funerary and religious
reliefs.
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